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The purpose of  an Induct ive Bible Study Method is  to understand the Word of  God by 
o bserving the text  (d iscover ing what the passage says) ,  interpret ing i t  ( f igur ing out what i t

means) ,  and applying the message of Bible passages to our l ives (determining how i t  can

change us ,  and obediently walking in l ight of  the Truth we’ve learned) .  I t  seeks to help us

u nderstand the Word for  ourselves ,  instead of  solely rely ing on another ’s  ideas and

interpretat ion.

Begin in prayer and ask God to open your eyes and heart  to the Truth of  His Word.  

May the Lord bless you r ichly as you persevere and commit to studying the Bible .  I t ’s  

not easy,  but always prof i table (2 Timothy 3 :16-17) . 

Ask yourself  the f ive W’s whi le reading through the text .  I t  may seem redundant,  but wi l 
help you remember what you’ve learned and keep the content incontext .

• Who was the author wri t ing to?

• Why was this  part icular  passage/book/letter  wr i t ten?

• What is  happening in the passage?

• When and where did this  take place?

In addit ion to answering the quest ions above and ref lect ing on them each t ime you read 

from or study a passage,  book,  or  chapter in the B ible,  consider doing the fol lowing:

• Mark key words.  Pay special  attent ion to repeated phrases.
• I f  you see a l ist ,  make a note of  i t ,  and wri te i t  in  a notebook or in the marginsargins o

Bible .  I f  you were studying 1  Cor inthians 13 :4-8,  for  example,  you could wri te “Love

Is”  as a heading,  and make a l ist  below (pat ient ,  k ind,  does not envy,  does not

boast . . . ) .

• Look for comparisons and contrasts .  These usual ly begin with but ,  l ike ,  and or .
• Mark terms and phrases of  f inal i ty or   cause.  These  often include therefore ,  thus ,  or

so ,  in  order to summarize previous verses and give deep meaning to the author ’s

purpose.

• Pay part icular  attent ion to “ i f-then” statements .



I N T E R P R E T / /   W H A T D O E S I T M E A N ?

A P P L Y / / H O W C A N I T C H A N G E M E ?
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V I S I T O U R W E B S I T E

Read more on the Induct ive Study Method on our website under the resources 

tab! www.ariseministr iescollective.org 

Interpretat ion of  the text  f lows natural ly from your direct observat ions.  This is  where 

you get to th ink more deeply about the things you noted and f igure out what they 

mean.  The fol lowing strategies wi l l  guide you to deeper understanding:  

• Look up the cross-references in the margins of  your Bible .  This wi l l  help you use

scr ipture to interpret scr ipture ,  and supplement what you already observed by

putt ing i t  in a more detai led histor ical  or  cultural  sett ing.

• Uti l ize word studies to discover what words meant in the or iginal  Greek or Hebrew. 

Sometimes this  changes what we or iginal ly assumed a passage meant and/or

provides greater depth to our understanding.

• Ask:  What would the or iginal  hearers,  audience,  or  readers have thought? How does 

th is  passage f i t  within the greater story of  the Bible? Within the Gospel?

• Paraphrase (rewrite the text  in your own words)  based on your observat ions and

u nderstanding from the previous steps.

We are al l  works in progress -  Praise God! While i t ’s  essent ial  to both observe and 

interpret the Truth to understand i t  ful ly ,  studying is  fut i le i f  we are not changed as a 

result .  God did not give us His Word just  so we would KNOW it  -  He gave i t  to us so we 

would LIVE i t .  I t ’s  here where we mull  over everything we’ve learned,  ref lect  on what the 

scr ipture tel ls  us about who God is ,  and ask Him how these truths apply to our own l ives .  

Consider the fol lowing quest ions (and  more as they come to mind) :  

• What does this  passage reveal  about God and His character?

• What is  God leading you to do dif ferently in response to these observat ions?
• What might these truths look l ike in act ion today? In your day-to-day l i fe? In your 

goals and dreams? In your family? In your ministry?

• Is  the Holy Spir i t  br inging to mind any specif ic people,  c i rcumstances,

conversat ions ,  or  s ins for your prayer,  repentance ,  and reconci l iat ion? I f  so,  take 

t ime to lay them before Him.

• Is  there a bel ief  you need to re-examine ,  or  th inking that needs to change in l ight

o f th is  text?
• What is  the f i rst  act ion you can take in response to what y o u ' v e  learned - Forgive?

Serve? Go? Stop?

• Use a journal  or  the margin of  your Bible to wri te out prayers,  notes,  confessions,

o r other thoughts on how you can apply God's Word to your l i fe .




